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U.S. Marine Corps, as required by the 
DoD Executive Agent and consistent 
with defense priorities, to include or-
dering to active duty and utilizing the 
resources of the Naval Reserve and the 
Marine Corps Reserve required to carry 
out the purposes of this directive. 

(2) Insuring that Navy and Marine 
forces committed in connection with 
civil disturbances are trained and 
equipped in accordance with criteria 
established by the DoD Executive 
Agent. 

(3) Making airlift resources available 
to the Secretary of the Air Force, con-
sistent with defense priorities, as re-
quested by him in the accomplishment 
of his airlift responsibilities set forth 
in paragraph (c) of this section. 

(e) The Defense agencies are respon-
sible for providing military resources 
as required, and advice and assistance 
on matters within their spheres of re-
sponsibility, to the DoD Executive 
Agent and to the Secretaries of the 
military departments and to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in the discharge of their 
responsibilities. 

(f) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense (Public Affairs) is responsible for 
all DoD public affairs matters related 
to civil disturbances. To assure effi-
ciency and responsiveness in keeping 
the public fully informed, he will: 

(1) Provide direction and guidance to 
the DoD Executive Agent on all aspects 
of public release of information relat-
ing to civil disturbances. 

(2) Assign Public Affairs representa-
tives, of appropriate rank, to the Direc-
torate of Military Support during civil 
disturbance operations. 

(3) Designate as required onsite DoD 
Public Affairs Chiefs who will furnish 
appropriate advice and guidance to 
task force commanders and, upon re-
quest or by direction of appropriate au-
thorities, to other representatives of 
the Federal Government. The onsite 
Public Affairs Chief is responsible for 
releasing all military information to 
the public in the affected area(s). He 
will be responsible for such other pub-
lic affairs functions as directed by 
competent authority. In the event of a 
disagreement concerning the releasing 
of military information to the public 
between a task force commander and 
the onsite Public Affairs Chief, the 

issue will be resolved by the ASD(PA) 
who will coordinate with the DoD Ex-
ecutive Agent to the extent feasible. 

§ 215.7 Command relationships. 
(a) In the event of civil disturbances 

within the CONUS: 
(1) Military resources of the unified 

or specified commands will be trans-
ferred by the JCS to their respective 
military departments, when directed 
by the DoD Executive Agent. (Such re-
sources will revert to the unified or 
specified commands when directed by 
the DoD Executive Agent.) 

(2) The DoD Executive Agent is dele-
gated the authority to exercise, 
through the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 
the direction of those forces assigned 
or committed to him by the military 
departments. 

(b) In the event of civil disturbances 
outside of CONUS, the DoD Executive 
Agent is delegated the authority to ex-
ercise the direction of those forces as-
signed or committed to the com-
manders of unified or specified com-
mands through the Chief of Staff, U.S. 
Army, and Task Force Commanders 
designated by JCS. 

(c) At objective areas, designated 
task force commanders will exercise 
operational control over all military 
forces assigned for employment in the 
event of civil disturbances. 

§ 215.8 Organization and administra-
tion. 

(a) A DoD Civil Disturbance Steering 
Committee will be established to pro-
vide advice and assistance to the DoD 
Executive Agent concerning civil dis-
turbance matters. The Committee 
Chairman will be the Under Secretary 
of the Army. Members will include: 

Deputy Attorney General of the United 
States. 

Assistant Secretaries of Defense (Comp-
troller) and (Public Affairs). 

General Counsel of the DoD. 
Under Secretaries of the Navy and Air Force. 
Vice Chiefs of Staff of the Army and Air 

Force. 
Vice Chief of Naval Operations and Assistant 

Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
Representative of the JCS. 

(b) A Directorate of Military Support 
(DOM’s) will be established by the DoD 
Executive Agent with a joint service 
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staff under the Chief of Staff, U.S. 
Army. The Department of the Army 
will provide the Director and the De-
partment of the Air Force will provide 
the Deputy Director. The DOMs will 
plan, coordinate, and direct civil dis-
turbance operations. 

§ 215.9 Providing military resources to 
civil authorities. 

This section provides general guid-
ance for the handling of requests for 
DoD facilities, personnel, equipment, 
or supplies, received from officials of 
the 50 States, District of Columbia, 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, U.S. 
possessions and territories, or any po-
litical subdivision thereof, for use in 
connection with civil disturbances. 

(a) Loan policy. Civil authorities, Na-
tional Guard, and Federal agencies will 
be encouraged to provide sufficient re-
sources of their own, so as to minimize 
the need to rely on DoD assistance. 

(1) Classification of resources. Military 
resources will be classified into three 
groups, as follows: 

(i) Group One. Personnel, arms, am-
munition, tank-automotive equipment, 
and aircraft. 

(ii) Group Two. Riot control agents, 
concertina wire, and other like mili-
tary equipment to be employed in con-
trol of civil disturbances which is not 
included in Group One. 

(iii) Group Three. Firefighting re-
sources (to include operating per-
sonnel); equipment of a protective na-
ture (such as masks, helmets, body 
armor vests) and other equipment not 
included in Group One or Two (such as 
clothing, communications equipment, 
searchlights); and the use of DoD facili-
ties. 

(2) Requests for personnel to be used 
in a direct law enforcement role are 
not within the purview of this part and 
must be made by the legislature or 
governor of a State in accordance with 
10 U.S.C. 331. Pursuant to the Posse 
Comitatus Act, DoD operating per-
sonnel employed in connection with 
loaned equipment may not be used in a 
direct law enforcement role. 

(3) Repair parts and POL items are 
classified according to the group of the 
equipment for which the parts or POL 
are intended. 

(b) Approval of requests. (1) Requests 
for Group One military resources may 
be granted only with the personal ap-
proval of the DoD Executive Agent or, 
when designated by him for that pur-
pose, the Under Secretary of the Army. 

(2) Requests for Group Two military 
resources may be granted only with the 
personal approval of the DoD Executive 
Agent, or the following individuals 
when designated by him for that pur-
pose: 

(i) The Under Secretary of the Army; 
(ii) The Director and Deputy Director 

of Military Support; or 
(iii) A Task Force Commander em-

ployed at an objective area during a 
civil disturbance. 

(3) Requests for Group Three re-
sources may be granted by Secretaries 
of the military departments, CINCs of 
unified and specified commands outside 
CONUS; or commanders of military in-
stallations or organizations who have 
been delegated such authority by the 
appropriate Service Secretary or CINC. 

(i) Installation commanders are au-
thorized to provide emergency explo-
sive ordnance disposal service in ac-
cordance with applicable regulations of 
respective military departments. 

(ii) The Director, Defense Supply 
Agency, is authorized to approve re-
quests from subordinate agencies for 
firefighting assistance in connection 
with civil disturbances. Where installa-
tion fire departments have mutual aid 
agreements with nearby civil commu-
nities, the installation commander is 
authorized to provide emergency civil-
ian or mixed civilian/military fire-
fighting assistance. In the absence of a 
mutual aid agreement and when it is in 
the best interest of the United States, 
a commander with Group Three ap-
proval authority is authorized to pro-
vide emergency civilian or mixed civil-
ian/military assistance in extin-
guishing fires and in preserving life or 
property from fire, within the vicinity 
of an installation. In either case, civil-
ian firefighters may be used provided: 

(a) In civil disturbance situations 
where there is significant danger of 
physical harm to firefighters, the civil-
ian employees volunteer for the assign-
ment. (DoD civilian employees acting 
in this volunteer capacity are acting as 
Federal employees.) 
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